James E. Smith, Jr.

July 6, 1922 - March 11, 2016

James E. Smith, Jr. 93 of Bluffton passed away at 6:43 a.m. on Friday, March
11, 2016, at Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne.

He was born on July 6, 1922 in Indianapolis to James E. Smith, Sr. & Lorraine
(Buckner) Smith.

Jim graduated from Bluffton High School in 1941 and played as a guard on
Bluffton’s undefeated football team of 1939. He served our country in the
United States Navy from 1942 to 1945 and was discharged as an Electrician
Mate -First Class. Jim worked at Davis Electric for 5 years in Bluffton before
he started Smith Electric, where he worked for 19 years. He retired in 1988
after 20 years as the Director of Plant Management for the Caylor-Nickel
Clinic. After retirement, Jim and Norma wintered in Bradenton, Florida for
many years.

He was a member of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Uniondale since 1945,
was a long standing member of the board of directors for Bluffton Cemeteries,
a past president of the Bluffton Rotary Club with perfect attendance and also
served on the Wells County Alcohol Board for many years. Jim has been
honored for being a 70 year member of the American Legion Post #111 of
Bluffton and was. a member of the Bluffton Masonic Lodge for over 70 years.
He was also a member of the Mizpah Shrine in Fort Wayne and served as a



Cub Scout Leader. He was an avid golfer and loved to play at Hickory Hills,
now the Green Valley Course.

On June 29, 1944 in Indianapolis, Jim and Norma (Haflich) were married.
They have celebrated over 72 years of marriage together.

Survivors include his wife Norma of Bluffton along with two sons: Larry J.
(Madge) Smith, D.V.M. of Berne and Ted K. (Susan) Smith of Bluffton and six
grandchildren: Jenny (Bill) Mclintire of Berne, Emilee (Elmer) Schwartz of
Spencerville, Ohio, Theresa (Jason) Shuck of Geneva, Valerie Smith of Berne,
Rachel (Nate) Cosner of Indianapolis and Phillip J. Smith of Bluffton and 9
great-grandchildren.

He is also survived by four special nieces: Diana (Ned) Shappley of
Lexington, Linda (Jim) Fritz of Bluffton, JoAnne (Ron) Bowman of Bluffton and
Sylvia Solomon of Wilmington, N.C.

Jim was preceded in death by two sisters: Marigrace Bohr and Leola Noel
along with two grandchildren Brayden James Schwartz and Clayton Shuck.

A service to Celebrate Jim’s life will be held at 10 a.m. on Monday, March 14,
2016, at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Uniondale. Rev. Richard Vonesh
officiating. Calling hours will be held from 2 to 6 on Sunday at the Thoma/Rich,
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. Burial will follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Bluffton. Memorials may be made to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Family
LifeCare, Christian Care Retirement Community or to Bluffton Cemeteries
Perpetual Care Fund.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the care of the Thoma/Rich,
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolences to ww
w.thomarich.com.






Cemetery Details

Fairview Cemetery

3101 East Division Road

Bluffton, IN 46714

(260) 824-2832
http://www.themonumentcenter.com/about/ce
meteries/

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 13. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home
308 West Washington Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
http://www.thomarich.com

Service

MAR 14. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
5912 Sugar Street
Uniondale, IN 46791


http://www.themonumentcenter.com/about/cemeteries/
http://www.themonumentcenter.com/about/cemeteries/
http://www.thomarich.com/

Tribute Wall

James E. Smith, Jr.

September 08, 2022 at 08:26 PM
Oh, Norma! | am so sorry to just read this! Jim was one of the first
people | met when we moved here and one of my favorite people!
We have fond memories of his quick, dry wit and Perfect

Manhattans!

Thoughts and prayers to you and yours as you embark on the "new
normal”.

Sue and Chuck Kristek

SUE KRISTEK - March 19, 2016 at 11:21 PM
Our thoughts and prayers are with you Norma and family. Wes
Fulton, Steve Fulton and Karen Fulton Small

Karen Small - March 16, 2016 at 07:12 PM

The Sheeler Family purchased the Fields of Euro
pe for the family of James E. Smith, Jr..

The Sheeler Family - March 13, 2016 at 03:13 PM


https://www.thomarich.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4327&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomarich.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4327&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomarich.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4327&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our thoughts, are love and our prayers to the family of a man who
lead a full life.

Ray Sheeler & Kylie Sheeler

Ray Sheeler - March 13, 2016 at 02:08 PM

102 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Thomal/Rich,Lemler Funeral Home - March 13, 2016 at 12:41 PM

Norma and Family: My memories of Jim go back at least 75 years.

He never changed - he was a gentle man. There aren't many who

deserve that title. Keep the memories alive! Warren McBride
Warren McBride - March 12, 2016 at 07:44 PM

Jim served his country, his community, and his family with great

honor. He represented the best of the greatest generation, a time

gone by. | salute you, Jim.

Melinda Leighty

melinda leighty - March 12, 2016 at 04:23 PM



Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the
family of James E. Smith, Jr..

March 12, 2016 at 02:23 PM

It has been 20 years or more since | last

spoke with Jim Smith. | worked at the Caylor-
Nickel Clinic during the time Jim was director
of plant management. | loved his friendliness,
energy and spunk. | enjoyed talking with him
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and will remember him fondly. Sharon (Oswalt) Curtis

Sharon Curtis - March 12, 2016 at 01:40 PM

Jim was a Wells Co treasure always with a smile willing to take the
time to have a conversation with you. | have the greatest respect for
Jim. Heaven just another one of the extra special people.

Joe Ayers - March 14, 2016 at 06:25 PM

Jerry Garrett lit a candle in memory of James
E. Smith, Jr.

jerry garrett - March 11, 2016 at 05:56 PM
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https://www.thomarich.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4279&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomarich.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4279&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

