Lilly I Nutter
December 12, 1912 - November 12, 2015

Lilly I. Nutter, 102, of Warren, Indiana passed away at 4:25 a.m. Thursday, November 12,
2015, at Bluffton Regional Medical Center. Born December 12, 1912, (12-12-12) Lilly
Isabella Von Treiber, to Joseph and Maria (Galowitch) Von Treiber in Chicago, IL.
Her first job was in a notary public’s office as a young teenager, typing legal papers,
insurance policies and handling license plates. In the 1930’s, she was as a typist at
Thatcher Glass in Bakersfield, California where she typed over 100 words per minute error
free. In 1942-43 she was a tele-typist for the Department of Defense with the Army in
Bakersfield, CA. She and her husband Tom moved to the Peru, Indiana area in the early
1960’s, where she worked at Grissom Air Force Base. In 1968, they moved to the Warren,
Indiana area to reside on the Nutter home place, a 20 acre land grant along and it was
divided by the Salamonie River. There she raised flowers and could name them by their
scientific name, and vegetables, and sold the vegetables from huge garden plots on their
property along the Salamonie River.
She was a housekeeper for the United Methodist Memorial Home (now Heritage Pointe)
for 17 years, and later retired there in 1994. Just because she was over 65 did not mean
she was “retired”, she traveled with her family and friends and participated in some
exciting things; like parasailing in Mexico, and visited Germany twice. It was like she
started a whole new chapter in her life after she had both her knees replaced when she
was in her mid-70’s. Lilly was a member of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, Marion,
Indiana. She always said “God will provide”, and “God answers prayers”, and she felt so
blessed.
In 1998 she earned the Huntington County Senior Volunteer award. She went on to win
the Northeast Indiana regional competition and represented the area at the Indiana State
Fair that year. In 2000, she was named the 12th Samuel Jones Award Winner with the
Warren Salamonie Summer Festival and was presented with a key to the Town of Warren.
In 2004, she was awarded the Indiana Department of Commerce Office of Tourism’s,
Lieutenant Governor’s Hospitality Award. It was for providing exceptional service to guests
of Indiana tourism attractions and this was associated with her volunteer efforts to run the
box office for over 20 years with the Pulse Opera House, she even enlisted her Real
Elegant Dames Red Hatter Group of Warren to help with the box office and be ushers at

the many productions.
She volunteered for the American Cancer Society for 12 years and helped raise over
$27,000 through their Daffodil Days campaign. She worked the polls for the election board
in Huntington County and stayed current and active in politics. When the U.S. government
was closing small local post offices, she began a campaign to save the Warren Post
Office, and was successful. For many years she was the chair-person for the Salamonie
Summer Festival Flower Show, she volunteered to be hostess along with her friends at the
SSF Art Show during the festival. Lilly was a member of the Bayview Reading Club for
many years and wrote poetry. She volunteered at the Warren Bread of Life Food Pantry
for many years. She was the face of Warren via the Welcome Wagon program for many
years, and was instrumental in instituting a calling program to remind or take reservations
for the Warren Chamber of Commerce members, thus boosting the regular attendance of
the Warren Chamber to numbers unheard of for a small town, and she regularly attended
those monthly Chamber meetings, with the October 2015 meeting being her final meeting.
She prided herself in keeping current with national news. Generally on Thursday nights at
Heritage Pointe there is entertainment, and she would go to others and assist them to the
activities room, so they could enjoy the music. On Friday’s , it is well known for ice cream
in the afternoon. She regularly delivered to several rooms through-out the buildings, about
30 dishes of ice cream, that she would take to those not able to get to the Cove for ice
cream. She continued this through September 2015.
In 2002, she formed the first Red Hatter Group in Huntington County, the Real Elegant
Dames (RED), and was the “Queen Mum” for many years, she arranged many monthly
outings and tea parties for her Sister Red Hatters. For the last 20 years she has regularly
invited little girls from the community, daughters and granddaughters of friends, and
hosted 100’s of tea parties as she demonstrated to the wee ones, the proper etiquette of
brewing and serving her favorite Earl Grey tea. Many delighted young girls, (and some not
so young) have been hosted by Lilly at her tea parties, and along with their mothers or
grandmothers, were able to serve “one lump or two” sugar cubes with their tea.
For the last 13 years, Lilly has supported our U.S. Troops by preparing monthly care
packages to send to Troops in Harm’s Way. It was a request from her grand-daughter’s
husband who was serving overseas in his second tour, that had noticed that some of his
men never received mail or anything from home, and that it might help their homesickness
if they received a card or letter from home. She actually took this a step further, and since
she was not certain what to send, she made a simple request at a Warren function where
the retired men of the decommissioned U.S.S. Salamonie were visiting, and planning to
put their museum in the Knight-Bergman Civic Center, in Warren. That resulted in them
personally “adopting” Lilly and her shoebox mission project, and it would not have been
possible for her to send 1,460 boxes through September 2015, if she had not had that
chance encounter with the President of the U.S.S. Salamonie Association and the funds

they provided for the postage. She collected the supplies and goodies to fill up the boxes
from her family, friends and business associates. She would include her calling card and a
note in each box, and signed off on each one,” Hugs, Love and Prayers”.
Her husband, Thomas A. Nutter preceded her in death in 1985. Her sons, Neil (of
California) and Lance (of Missouri), preceded her in death. Her daughter, Betty Campbell
survives in Sheridan, IN. She was preceded in death by two brothers, Joseph and Ervin,
and also by two sisters, Evelyn and Helen. She is survived by 9 grandchildren, 6 greatgrandchildren and 1 great-great grandchild. Many close friends that she considered family
survive in the Warren area.
Any preferred memorials, in lieu of flowers, should be made out to Heritage Pointe and
noted on the memo line, for the Lilly Nutter Memorial Fund, at 801 Huntington Avenue,
Warren, IN 46792
A Celebration of Lilly’s Life will be held on Saturday, December 12, 2015 at Heritage
Pointe, in the Applegate Chapel, 801 Huntington Avenue, Warren, Indiana at 1 p.m. with
Pastor Dick Case officiating. Friends can share memories and send condolences to the
family at http://www.thomarich.com. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the car
e of the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.
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Comments

“

Aunt Lilly was my role model. Her love of life and people were two things i remember
most. I will never forget the picture she shared of her in a parade on the back of a
motorcycle dressed in her red and purple glory-a proud red hatter who with her other
lovely lady red hatters did so much good for so many people. She was one in a
million and I will always love her!!

Sandy Van Domelen - April 16, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“

What a beautiful and special lady! An role model for all of us, but few can walk in her
footsteps.
Maxine

Maxine Livingston - March 20, 2016 at 06:01 PM

“

Lilly became a dear friend to me when she took two of my dear friends who became
residents @ Heritage under her wing. She supported them, cared for them, kept me
posted on their life @ Warren. I had many teas with that sweet lady and am so
thankful that I was able to visit with her on the 18th of October. She surely gave me
no hint of fading or stepping away from all of her activities. Yes, God was truly good
to her, but she returned that touch many times over.
Shirley

Shirley Ball - December 22, 2015 at 12:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album Video-Lilly's Childhood Christmas Memory

Taya Decker - December 13, 2015 at 07:10 PM

“

This is the true Lilly that I loved and held dear in my heart. I always told her "if I ever grew
up" I wanted to be exactly like her. I am still hoping Lilly.
Shirley
Shirley Ball - December 22, 2015 at 12:08 PM

“

“

My beautiful Aunt Lilly
Evelyn Treiber Boyke - April 15, 2020 at 11:39 AM

Lilly was an example to everyone she came in contact with what love is. God used
her in my life and I will treasure her memory always!

Kelly Finley - December 07, 2015 at 10:58 PM

“

So sorry to read about Lilly passing away. She gave me instructions on how to
organize a Flower Show several years ago, and we were supposed to get together
for pie and coffee, but didn't get to. She was so friendly in our phone conversation,
and once in a conversation with someone at Warren, I made the remark that "when I
grow up, I want to be like Lilly Nutter", she was a jewel and seemed as she could
never do enough for those who were in need, especially the boxes she made
available to our Military Members. Rest now in God's Arms, Lilly, and God Bless you
for all of the thoughtfulness you gave to others. You were truly a Great American!
BJ Gray

BJ Gray - December 04, 2015 at 04:40 PM

“

When a loved one becomes a memory, the memory becomes a treasure. We will
always treasure our memories of Lilly. She was so important to the members of the
USS Salamonie Association. We loved her smile.
David and Rita Wood
Portsmouth RI

Rita Wood - December 04, 2015 at 07:26 AM

“

Did she ever stop driving?...I met Lilly in John Trook's Antique store....She delighted
us with wonderful stories. She was a dear, amazing woman of spunk and charm...Oh
how she loved, oh how cared! There are many servicemen who she shared with and
who, I am sure appreciated he! Rest in Peace, dear friend.

Mark Pequignot - December 03, 2015 at 02:51 PM

“

6 files added to the album Lilly Nutter

Taya Decker - November 28, 2015 at 10:13 AM

“

3 files added to the album Lilly Nutter

Taya Decker - November 28, 2015 at 09:54 AM

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Taya Decker - November 28, 2015 at 09:53 AM

“

Heather Newsome lit a candle in memory of Lilly I Nutter

Heather Newsome - November 18, 2015 at 11:36 PM

“

Although I was saddened to learn of Lilly's passing, I cannot help but think that, if she
could, she would happily reassure me that "God has been good". I think God kept
her here for so long to be an example to others. She showed us how to live, how to
love. And she was easy to love. Her personality was magnetic, enthusiastic, full of
love. I extend my condolences to the entire family, especially to the little ones who
were thrilled by visits from "the tea lady". One would have to search far and wide to
find another "Lilly" only to discover that she was one of a kind. This world is a sadder
place now.

Valentina Bachnivsky - November 17, 2015 at 04:47 PM

“

Please join us in celebrating lilly I's spectacular life on 12/12/12. Plan on sharing
memories, tales and tributes for her life well spent. No flowers please. We are
accepting donations to, especially, put up a bench or covered swing at heritage point.
If anyone has a good design etc. bring it with you on the 12th. We are open to
suggestions. Wear your red and purple....

Betty Campbell - November 17, 2015 at 04:30 PM

“

Betty Campbell sent a virtual gift in memory of Lilly I Nutter

Betty Campbell - November 17, 2015 at 04:22 PM

“

I remember meeting your mom when I was taking pictures of her holding a tiger cub.
I think she had a smile from ear to ear.
Wendy--

Wendy Thompson - November 15, 2015 at 04:13 PM

“

Our condolences to Betty, Tom, Karen and all who new and loved Lilly. Peace be with
all of you at this sad time. - Black Pine staff

Lori Gagen - November 15, 2015 at 02:12 PM

“

Jim And Sandy Van Domelen lit a candle in memory of Lilly I Nutter

Jim and Sandy Van Domelen - November 14, 2015 at 01:10 AM

“

Aunt Lilly was my role model for my entire life. She taught me the meaning of faith, love of
family, and what it means to live life as fully as one can while giving back for all the
blessings God brings into one's life. I am grateful to know she is reunited with her two sons,
her two sisters, and her two brothers who passed on before her, as well as her beloved
son-in-law. She will be missed by many, especially the family members she leaves behind.
You will be missed but I know one thing for sure - the memories you left behind will never
fade nor will the life lessons and love. Rest in peace until we meet again. Love you forever.
Sandy Van Domelen - November 14, 2015 at 01:16 AM

“

3 files added to the album New Album Name

Tamara V W Higgins - November 13, 2015 at 07:12 PM

“

Janet And Tony Powell lit a candle in memory of Lilly I Nutter

Janet and Tony Powell - November 13, 2015 at 05:26 PM

“

Mrs. Nutter was such a sweet and kind soul. If u lived in Warren and knew her she
always would smile and talk to u. Rest in peace Lily..

Janet and Tony Powell - November 13, 2015 at 05:26 PM

